Why We Pledge – Frequently Asked Questions

Each year, Acton Congregational Church invites members and friends to make a financial pledge. A pledge is both an expression of Christian stewardship and an important part of planning for the year ahead. This guide explains why pledging matters and how your support strengthens the life and ministry of ACC.

What Is Christian Stewardship?

Christian stewardship is our response to God’s love, grace, and generosity. We share our gifts of time, talent, and financial resources to do God’s work in the world. At ACC, these gifts support worship, programs, outreach, and the care of our building and grounds.

What Is a Pledge?

A pledge is your commitment to give a chosen amount to the Church during the year. You may give annually, quarterly, monthly, or weekly, according to the schedule you select.

Why Is It Important to Pledge?

As Christians, we are called to use all that we have—including our financial resources—in service to God and others. Pledging is one way to practice generosity with intention and gratitude.

When you pledge, you:
· express gratitude to God for your blessings;
· support the future of our Church and community;
· help sustain ministries that serve others; and
· give ACC a reliable foundation for responsible planning and decision-making.

Pledging is both a practical commitment and a joyful spiritual practice.

Why Does the Church Need Financial Support?

ACC depends on the generosity of its members and friends. Your pledges help provide a welcoming place for worship, fellowship, learning, service, and spiritual growth.
Our Strategic Planning Task Force affirmed how deeply members value a sense of community—a “third space” beyond home and work. Sustaining that community requires investment in our programs, ministries, staff, and facilities.
Pledge support helps fund Sunday School, youth programs, Adult Education, Caring Ministries, music, mission and outreach, committees and ministries, as well as the staff who support the congregation and care for our church home.

Unlike many churches that rely on large endowments, ACC has traditionally depended on annual pledges. Together, through our service and financial support, we make the ministry of this church possible.

Do I Have to Pledge?

No. Everyone is welcome to participate in the life of Acton Congregational Church, whether or not they pledge. We invite you to consider pledging as a tangible expression of gratitude and commitment to our church community and to God’s work among us.

Does It Matter How Much I Pledge?

Everyone is welcome and valued at ACC regardless of the amount they pledge. We simply ask each person to consider prayerfully and joyfully what they are able to give.

Some Christians follow the tradition of tithing—giving 10% of income—while others choose a different percentage or amount. The chart below may help you consider a level of giving that is meaningful and comfortable for you.

The chart below shows suggested weekly giving amounts based on annual income and percentage of income.

	
	Weekly Offering Based Upon Annual Income
	
	
	

	
	Percent of Income
	
	
	
	
	Tithe
	
	

	Annual
Income
	1%
	2%
	3%
	4%
	5%
	7.5%
	10%
	12.5%
	15%

	$ 10,000
	$ 2
	$ 4
	$ 6
	$ 8
	$ 10
	$ 14
	$ 19
	$ 24
	$ 29

	$ 20,000
	$ 4
	$ 8
	$ 12
	$ 15
	$ 19
	$ 29
	$ 38
	$ 48
	$ 58

	$ 30,000
	$ 6
	$ 12
	$ 17
	$ 23
	$ 29
	$ 43
	$ 58
	$ 72
	$ 87

	$ 40,000
	$ 8
	$ 15
	$ 23
	$ 31
	$ 38
	$ 58
	$ 77
	$ 96
	$ 115

	$ 50,000
	$ 10
	$ 19
	$ 29
	$ 38
	$ 48
	$ 72
	$ 96
	$ 120
	$ 144

	$ 60,000
	$ 12
	$ 23
	$ 35
	$ 46
	$ 58
	$ 87
	$ 115
	$ 144
	$ 173

	$ 70,000
	$ 13
	$ 27
	$ 40
	$ 54
	$ 67
	$ 101
	$ 135
	$ 168
	$ 202

	$ 80,000
	$ 15
	$ 31
	$ 46
	$ 62
	$ 77
	$ 115
	$ 154
	$ 192
	$ 231

	$ 90,000
	$ 17
	$ 35
	$ 52
	$ 69
	$ 87
	$ 130
	$ 173
	$ 216
	$ 260

	$ 100,000
	$ 19
	$ 38
	$ 58
	$ 77
	$ 96
	$ 144
	$ 192
	$ 240
	$ 288

	$ 110,000
	$ 21
	$ 42
	$ 63
	$ 85
	$ 106
	$ 159
	$ 212
	$ 264
	$ 317

	$ 120,000
	$ 23
	$ 46
	$ 69
	$ 92
	$ 115
	$ 173
	$ 231
	$ 288
	$ 346

	$ 130,000
	$ 25
	$ 50
	$ 75
	$ 100
	$ 125
	$ 188
	$ 250
	$ 312
	$ 375

	$ 140,000
	$ 27
	$ 54
	$ 81
	$ 108
	$ 135
	$ 202
	$ 269
	$ 337
	$ 404

	$ 150,000
	$ 29
	$ 58
	$ 87
	$ 115
	$ 144
	$ 216
	$ 288
	$ 361
	$ 433

	$ 200,000
	$ 38
	$ 77
	$ 115
	$ 154
	$ 192
	$ 288
	$ 385
	$ 481
	$ 577

	$ 250,000
	$ 48
	$ 96
	$ 144
	$ 192
	$ 240
	$ 361
	$ 481
	$ 601
	$ 721


How Do I Complete My 2027 Pledge?

Thank you for supporting the life and ministry of Acton Congregational Church. You may submit your 2027 Pledge Card in any of these ways:

· In person: Place it in the Pledge Card Box on the Opportunity Table at the back of the Sanctuary, or bring it for the special collection on Stewardship Sunday, October 18.
· By mail: Send it to:
Acton Congregational Church
12 Concord Road
Acton, MA 01720
Attn: Annual Appeal
· By email: Take a photo of your completed Pledge Card and send it to finance@actonc.org.

Gifts of stocks and other investments are also welcome. Please contact finance@actonc.org for guidance on making these contributions.

We also encourage everyone making a financial commitment to consider the convenience of electronic giving.

Even if you plan to give electronically, please complete a pledge card during the stewardship campaign. Your pledge helps the church plan responsibly for the coming year.

Beginning on January 1st, 2027, you can set up your 2027 electronic giving at 
www.actonc.org. Click “Donate,” then “Online Giving,” and select “2027 Unified Pledge.”  Please set your 2027 pledge to begin January 1, 2027.  And remember to ensure that your 2026 electronic pledge has an end date!  

If you would like help setting up electronic giving, check the appropriate box on your pledge card or contact the church office. We are happy to assist.

Should you wish to prepay any part of your 2027 pledge, please contact finance@actonc.org for details.  

Can I Change My Pledge If My Financial Circumstances Change?

Absolutely. Financial circumstances change. You may increase, reduce, pause, or cancel your pledge at any time. We simply ask that you let us know so our records and planning can stay current.

Thank you for considering a 2027 pledge. Every commitment—of time, talent, and financial support—helps ACC remain a place of worship, care, growth, fellowship, and service. May your giving bring you joy as we share the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and action. Together, we can sow the seeds of tomorrow.

